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to Scripture, for the Scripture says, (Eccles. v. 2.) " Be not rash with thy mouth to utter any thing before GOD, for GOD is in heaven, and thou upon earth:" and who in the world is hasty to utter any thing hefore GOD, if it he not the man who prays to him extemporarily ?
Again, the Bishops and divines by whom our Church was reformed, recognized it as the duty of the Church to excite emotions of solemnity rather than of enthusiasm, when she leads her children to the footstool of that throne which, if a throne of grace, is also a throne of glory. And, therefore, when discarding those ceremonies which, not of primitive usage, had been abused, and might be abused again, to the purposes of superstition, they still made ample provision that the services of the sanctuary should be conducted with decent ceremony, and orderly form, and impressive solemnity, and in our Cathedrals and the Royal Chapels with magnificence and grandeur. They sought not to annihilate; they received with the pro-foundest respect those ancient ceremonials and Forms of Prayer which had been used in their Church from the first planting of Christianity in this islan d. These ancient forms, however, had been in many respects, though gradually corrupted. In every age men had made the attempt to render them more and more conformable to the spirit of the age, and (in ages of darkness,) superstitions in prac~ tice, and novelties, and therefore errors, in doctrine had crept in. Our wise-hearted Reformers intent, not on pleasing the people, nor regaining popularity, nor on consulting the spirit of the age, but simply and solely on ascertaining and maintaining the truth as it is in JESUS, having obtained a commission from the Crown, first of all compared the existing forms of worship with the inspired Word of GOD, being determined at once to reject what was plainly and palpably at variance therewith. For example, the prayers before the Reformation had been offered in the Latin language, a language no longer intelligible to the mass of the people; but to pray in a tongue not understood by the people, is plainly and palpably at variance with Scripture; and consequently, the first thing they did was to have the Liturgy translated into English. Having taken care that nothing should remain in the forms of worship contrary to Scripture, they proceeded